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The Seventh Catalog of the Vascular Plants of Ohio augments 
major works published since 1961 that focus on Ohio vascular 
plants (Andreas 1989; Braun 1961, 1967; Cooperrider 1995; Cus¬ 
ick and Silberhorn 1977; Fisher 1988; Weishaupl 1971). Tom 
Cooperrider first conceived of the new catalog in 1960; in the 
1970s and 1980s he drafted a preliminary checklist and began 
planning the Seventh Catalog. John Kartes/ independently pre¬ 
pared a preliminary checklist for Ohio, and in 1994 suggested 
that he and Cooperrider combine their efforts. Five additional 
contributors were enlisted to help compile the Seventh Catalog. 
Included among the seven authors are some of Ohio's foremost 
Hol istic botanists of today. 

■r 

There has been profound need for the Seventh ('dialog. A pe¬ 
riod of seventy years has elapsed since publication of Schaffner s 
(1932) catalog of Ohio vascular plants. Since then, many taxa 
have been discovered to occur in Ohio, and marked changes have 
been made in taxonomy and nomenclature. The Seventh Catalog 
reflects these developments. 

According to the Statistical Summary of the Seventh Cata¬ 
log , Ohio has 2716 species of vascular plants and 139 inter¬ 
specific hybrids: 108 pteridophytes. 17 gymnosperms, 1994 di¬ 
cotyledons, and 736 monocotyledons. An additional 143 infra¬ 


specific taxa are also listed. Approximately 34 C A of species, 
17% of interspecific hybrids, and 17% of infraspecific taxa are 
alien to Ohio. 

The Seventh Catalog has nine main parts, numbered here for 
convenience: (I) Introduction, (2) Natural History of the Ohio 
Flora. (3) Catalog of Vascular Plants. (4) Appendix 1: Statis¬ 
tical Summary, (5) Appendix 2: Deletions, (6) Literature Cited, 
(7) Index to Scientific Names, (8) Index to Common Names, 
and (9) Contributors. Authors include Tom Cooperrider (Part 
I) and Guy L. Denny and Cooperrider (Part 2). Part 3 has four 
main sections: Pteridophytes (Allison Cusick), Gymnosperms 
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(Cusiek). Dicotyledons (Cooperrider, John J. Furlow, and Cus- 
ick), and Monocotyledons (Barbara K. Andreas, Cooperrider, 
Cusiek |Cypcraceae|. and John V. Freudenstein [Orchidaceae]). 
Authors are unspecified lor Parts 4—9, which represent joint 
contributions. 

The actual Catalog of Vascular Plants (Part 3; 79 pages) is the 
major part of the book. The nomenclature, circumscription, and 


sequence of suprageneric taxa are 



on Cronquist (1981), 


Gleason and Cronquist (1991). and/or Flora of North America 
Editorial Committee (1993, 1997). Nomenclature and circum¬ 
scription of taxa below the rank of family follow unspecified 
sources. Genera, species, and interspecific hybrids are listed al¬ 
phabetically within families. The following information is given 
for each species or hybrid: Latin name and author(s); status as 
native, naturalized, or adventive (or otherwise not established in 
the flora); and common name. Provided for selected taxa are syn- 
onym(s) and sometimes additional information crucial for under¬ 
standing circumscription. Varieties are given for some species. 


Interspecific hybrids are listed by the hybrid name, if available 
|e.g., Asplenium Xinexpectatum (E. L. Braun ex Friesner) C. V. 
Morton], followed by parentage (e.g.. Asplenium rhiz.ophyllum X 
A. ruta-murciria). No illustrations or keys are provided, although 
they are nonessential for this work. 

Clearly, great effort was required to compile this Seventh Cat¬ 
alog. In addition to the numerous taxonomic and nomenclatural 
decisions involved, I know personally that Tom Cooperrider was 
determined that listed taxa be correctly identified. Comparison of 
Cusick’s treatment of Ohio pteridophytes (Part 3 of the Seventh 
Catalog) with that of Weishaupt's (1971) Vascular Plants of 
Ohio, Third Edition exemplifies the extent of contribution of the 
Seventh Catalog in updating available resources. First, Cusick's 
study resulted in the listing of 87 species and 21 hybrids, com¬ 
pared with Weishaupt's 70 species and 2 hybrids; this includes 
the deletion of four species and one hybrid. Second. Cusick's list 
reflects the considerable changes in pteridophyte nomenclature 
since 1971 (following Kartesz 1994). Among the many examples 
that could be given here: he listed eight families in place of the 
more broadly circumscribed Polypodiaceae; the four currently 
recognized genera (Diphasiastrum, Huperzia, Lycopodiella, and 
Lycopodium sensu stricto) in place of Lycopodium : and the three 
currently recognized genera (Athyrium sensu stricto, Dipiaz.ium, 
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and Deparia) instead of the more broadly circumscribed Athyr- 
ium. Assembly of the Seventh Catalog must have demanded ex¬ 
tensive research, meticulous organization, and, ultimately, inlen- 

1 . •/ 

sive and prolonged proofreading. 

The Seventh Catalog , however, has two unfortunate deficien¬ 
cies. There are no indications of which taxa and how many taxa 
are newly added to the known flora of Ohio. Thus, considerable 
burden is placed upon users to extrapolate this information from 
additional sources. In contrast, Cusick and Silberhorn ( 1977) pro¬ 
vided a list of such taxa. Neither voucher specimens nor herbaria 
are cited for any of the listed taxa; this would have been espe¬ 
cially desirable for new Ohio records. Tlius. any misidentifica- 
tions, however improbable their existence, are likely to go un¬ 
corrected for years to come. In contrast, for rare Ohio species 
Andreas (1989) and Cusick and Silberhorn (1977) cited voucher 
specimens and herbaria. 

It is also surprising that some taxa listed for Ohio by Kartesz 
and Meaeham (1999) are neither included in, nor listed as dele¬ 
tions from, the Seventh Catalog. Examples include Alopeeunts 
penicillatus. Cardamine Xmaxi/na, Phellodendron anwren.se, and 


Tagetes panda. One wonders if authors of these two works, re¬ 
spectively. employed different standards of proof for the occur¬ 
rence of taxa within Ohio. 

A minor complaint relates to the nonalphabetical organization 
within the Seventh Catalog of taxa of higher rank, particularly of 
orders and families. Readers unfamiliar with Cronquist’s (1981) 
system nitty have difficulty locating taxa. More efficient would 
have been tt strictly alphabetical listing of families, as was pro¬ 
vided by Andreas (1989). One recalls favorably the strictly al¬ 
phabetical arrangement of taxa within Swink and Wilhelm's 
(1994) Plants of the Chicago Region, a feature contributing sub¬ 
stantially to that volume's ease of use. 

Overall, however, the Seventh Catalog of the Vasc ular Plants 
of Ohio represents a most welcome and necessary contribution 
for persons seriously interested in the Ohio llora. As indicated 
earlier, reference to the Seventh Catalog reveals that the most 
recent manual of Ohio vascular plants (Weishaupt 1971) is very 
out-of-date. One hopes that among Ohio's Holistic botanists there 
are or will be one or more individuals who will properly revise 
Weishaupt s standard work. 


2()()2| 


Book Review 


LITERATURE CITED 


Andreas, B. K. 1989. The vascular flora of the glaciated Allegheny Plateau 

C Cu J 

region of Ohio. Ohio Biol. Surv. Bull. New Series 8: 1 — 191. 

Braun, E. L. 1961. The Woody Plants of Ohio: Trees. Shrubs, and Woody 

^ •/ 

Climbers Native, Naturalized, and Escaped. Facsimile edition. Hafner 
Press, New York. 

-. 1967. fhe Monocotyledoneae: Cat-tails to Orchids. Ohio State Univ. 


Press, Columbus. OH. 

Cooper rider, T. S. 1995. The Dicotyledoneae of Ohio. Part 2: Linaceae 
through Campanulaceae. Ohio State Univ. Press, Columbus, OH. 

Cronquist, A. 1981. An integrated system of classification of flowering 
plants. Columbia Univ. Press, New York. 

Cusick, A. W. and G. M. Silbermorn. 1977. The vascular plants of ungla¬ 
ciated Ohio. Ohio. Biol. Surv. Bull. New Series 5: 1 — 157. 

Fisher, T. R. 1988. The Dicotyledoneae of Ohio. Part 3: Asteraceae. Ohio 
State Univ. Press, Columbus, OH. 

Flora oe North America Editorial Committee, eds. 1993. Flora of North 
America North of Mexico, Volume 2. Pteridophytcs and Gymnosperms. 
Oxford Univ. Press, Oxford and New York. 

-. 1997. Flora of North America North of Mexico, Volume 3. Mae- 

noliophyta: Magnoliidae and I lamamelidae. Oxford Univ. Press, Oxford 
and New York . 

Gleason, H. A. and A. Cronquist. 1991. Manual of Vascular Plants of 
Northeastern United States and Adjacent Canada, 2nd ed. The New York 
Botanical Garden, Bronx, NY. 

Kartesx, J. T. 1994. A Synonymized Checklist of the Vascular Flora of the 

i/ 

United States, Canada, and Greenland, Vols. 1 & 2, 2nd ed. Timber 
Press, Portland, OR. 

-and C. A. Meacham. 1999. Synthesis of the North American Flora, 


version 1.0. North Carolina Bot. Garden, Chapel Hill, NC. 

Schaei ner, J. H. 1932. Revised Catalog of Ohio Vascular Plants. Ohio Biol. 
Surv. Bull. 25: 87-215. 

Sw ink, E and G. Wilhelm. 1994. Plants of the Chicago Region, 4th ed. 

Indiana Academy of Science. Indianapolis. IN. 

Weisiiaupt. C. G. 1971. Vascular Plants of Ohio. 3rd ed. Kendall/Hunt Pub¬ 
lishing Co., Dubuque, IA. 


—George J. Wilder, Department of Biological, Geological, and 
Environmental Sciences, Cleveland State University, 1983 Ea. 
24th St., Cleveland, OH 441 15-2403. 






